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TSO remembers past president Mary Ann Waldon

Mary Ann Waldon found her greatest happiness and fulfillment in her connections with
people. As a young girl in Nebraska, she cherished the warmth of her extended family
on the farm, enjoyed her role as a cheerleader among her peers, and thrived with the
encouragement of her teachers, excelling in her studies. However, as a young adult, she
began to worry that perhaps the best years of her life were behind her.

She rediscovered her enthusiasm after completing twelve college credit hours, passing a
National Teacher’s Exam, and securing a teaching position at a rural school. This role
involved a variety of responsibilities, including custodial, teaching, and administrative tasks. Yet, she
embraced the opportunity to engage with students, parents, and the community in every aspect of education,
believing that everyone needed to work together.

Mary Ann quickly learned and grew in her profession, and her fellow teachers elected her as President of the
County Rural Teacher Association. Soon after, the county superintendent recommended her for membership
in Delta Kappa Gamma.

After 26 years of dedication, she earned her bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees while rearing her
children. Throughout this time, she worked actively to make a difference in the lives of children. Of the
professional organizations to which she belonged, Delta Kappa Gamma was unique because it promoted not
only the professional growth, but also the personal growth of women educators. She enhanced her leadership
skills within the Society and served as president of the Texas State Organization from 1997 to 1999.

Throughout her career and life, she continually asked herself whether she was making a difference in
people’s lives. Mary Ann died on May 3, 2025, and for 96 years, she truly did make a difference in many
lives.

Things to do and sites to see in Denton

Denton, Texas, was founded in 1857, is a thriving city with a population of about
& 160,000 people. It is the top point of the Golden Triangle with Dallas and Fort Worth
. N, completmg the other two points of the triangle. The city is proud to have two major
‘\ﬁ universities: the Un1vers1ty of North Texas and Texas Woman’s University. Denton has
“mE¥ a well-known music scene and hosts many festivals and concerts annually.
Denton County  The University of North Texas has a nationally recognized College of Musw
Courthouse In addition, Denton also has a bustling downtown square with a '
historic courthouse set on a beautifully treed lawn. Many shops and

opportunity to drive around Denton will notice numerous murals and artwork on
buildings, concrete barriers, electrical boxes, and such other surfaces. For outdoor
entertainment, conference attendees may drive down Fry Street near the UNT campus.
For a shady walk, they may drive to TWU’s Little Chapel in the Woods. It is usually
unlocked, so that visitors may take a look inside. Denton is a wonderful place to visit.
https.//www.discoverdenton.com/things-to-do/attractions/ Little Chapel in the Woods
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2023 - 2025 TS50 Theme:
SOAR to new heights

Seek new members and opportunities
Open your heart, mind, and attitude
Act to serve and share

Reach to renew, respond, and relate
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President - Bonnie Moore

Eta Delta (3) N
bonnie2325tsopres@gmail.com
281-686-4760

1st Vice President - Jeanette Rhyan
Theta Chi (10)
ISTVPTSO@gmail.com

2nd Vice President - Dr. Stacey Arnold
Kappa Lambda (7)
2NDVPTSO@gmail.com

Recording Secretary - Lynda Anderson
Zeta Gamma (1)
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Corresponding Secretary - Judy Mezick
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Parliamentarian - Mellie Smithwick
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shalaninmon@gmail.com

ASTEF President - Janet Helmcamp
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Executive Secretary - Leesa Cole
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https://youtube.com/
shorts/17xekp76Pkc?feature=share

Click link to view video from Bonnie \#
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Bonnie Moore
Texas State President
2023 - 2025

A Message from Greg: My wife Bonnie asked me to send this
to you. She said this is for the upcoming Lone Star News:

I have some good news to share about Bonnie.

Bonnie was headed to visit a chapter in Port Lavaca. On her way
down there, she was involved in a horrific vehicular accident.

After a total of 8+ weeks in ICU at 2 different hospitals,
Bonnie moved to a rehab hospital today, where she will likely
spend the next 2-3 weeks in intensive physical and cognitive
therapy. As for next steps, we’ll see where things are after that.

Her recovery over the past 2+ weeks has been nothing short of
remarkable, especially knowing that she was in a semi-conscious
non-responsive state for 6 weeks. She is speaking and having in
depth conversations with friends. Her long term memory seems
basically intact, but shorter term memory is more of a challenge.
Vision is an issue at times. Physically, most wounds are healing
nicely. However, her left arm is problematic, as the nerve bundle
that controls the area was likely damaged in the accident, along
with the artery that feeds the left arm and hand. Intense therapy
will be needed to regain efficacy there. Otherwise, she has a
ways to go in learning to stand, walk, and perform related
activities.

Visitors are welcome. The restrictions at this hospital are more
along the lines of a regular hospital. Visiting hours are
9 am. - 9 p.m. daily.

She is in room 206 at:

Memorial Hermann Rehabilitation Hospital
21720 Kingsland Blvd #102

Katy, TX 77450

Cards should be sent to our home address:
19215 E Cibolo Creek Ct.
Cypress, TX 77433

Thanks again for all the prayers and good wishes we’ve
received. All are very welcome and appreciated!
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News to Know from TSO HQ

Leesa Cole, TSO Executive Administrator

Summer is a busy time for DKG TSO leaders. Presidents, treasurers and members
may mark their calendars for upcoming tasks.

JUNE

Denton Convention: Tuesday, June 24 from 1:00-3:00 -- President & Treasurer training
Someone from the chapter needs to attend each session — the sessions will be fun, informative
& rewarding with knowledge and door prizes!

Denton Convention: Thursday, June 26 from 10:00-12:00 — TSO business session
Someone from the chapter needs to be present to vote as part of the Executive Board

Annie’s Attic in the vendor area
DKG treasures at rock-bottom pricing.

Dues: Finish collecting from members and submit payment to International and TSO
Dues to International, Dues and Scholarship Fee to TSO — use the TSO Fee Form!

JULY

Treasurers
* submit Form 15 Annual Treasurer Report. The Form will be posted at Chapter Connect
* submit 990N ePostcard to IRS. The submission is advised before September 30
* schedule a financial review of treasurer’s records of treasurer’s records by someone inside or
outside the chapter.
* complete the chapter budget; get approved before first meeting in fall

Visit the TSO website / Treasurer’s page for support and timely information.
https://www.dkgtexas.org/treasurers-page.html

TSO remembers Ruth Hull (1929-2025)

Mary Ruth Maxfield Hull was born in Shidler, Oklahoma, just twelve days after
Delta Kappa Gamma was founded in 1929, marking the start of a life dedicated to
education and service. As the Society expanded across Texas and the United States,
Ruth grew into a remarkable young woman who began her teaching career in
mathematics in Malakoff, Texas. There, she met Herbert Hull, who would become
her beloved husband and her closest friend, travel partner, and unwavering supporter
for 52 years.

In 1960, Eula Lee Carter and Phyllis Ellis arrived in Tyler to establish the Zeta Gamma chapter, and Ruth
proudly became its first inductee. Throughout her 65 years of dedicated service to Delta Kappa Gamma, she
was an integral part of the organization, earning both Zeta Gamma and Texas State Organization
Achievement Awards along the way.

In 1988, she took on the role of state secretary/treasurer at TSO Headquarters on the Texas Woman's
University campus in Denton. Despite living in Tyler, Ruth committed a decade to staying in Denton three
nights a week to fulfill her responsibilities. She officially retired as TSO Secretary/Treasurer in 1989, yet
Ruth's passion for the organization never wavered. When the Texas State Organization began exploring the
creation of the Alpha State Educational Foundation, she eagerly volunteered to serve as a founding director,
offering her invaluable knowledge of TSO and finance to ensure ASTEF's success. Ruth's tireless
contributions have left a lasting legacy within Delta Kappa Gamma and beyond.
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Deadlines to Remember

95th TSO Convention 2025

Tuesday, June 24 - Thursday, June 26, 2025 June 30, 2025
u Denton, Texas - Dues to Chapter Treasurer
- Fiscal Year Ends /

Embassy Suites & Convention Center

More hotels available for Convention

Hilton Garden Inn
~ 3110 Colorado Blvd. Denton about 10
L} minutes from the Embassy Suites.

§ The rate is $139 + $8 for breakfast ($147)
2% and a 2% fee. Click on the link below to
make your reservations.

Hilton Garden Inn Group Code is 92N

Hampton Inn and Suites
1513 Centre Place Drive
=4 Group Name:
1 Delta Kappa Gamma
" Rate Code : DKG

Booking link

ANNIE’S ATTIC

Annie’s Attic will be traveling to the
Denton Convention. Members my
find hidden treasures among the TSO
and DKG labeled items to use with
chapter programs, ceremonies and
other events.

The items in the attic sale are
available to chapters and chapter
members for a suggested small
donation. Buyers must make payment at the time of pickup.
Books include “Our Heritage Volume 1 & 27, “Presidents
of Alpha State 1929-1991” and songbooks. Brass items
include candle arches with tea lights and roses, candle
holders ranging from mini to large, as well as bowls,
planters and trays. Also available are DKG embroidered red
satin table runners, sets of laminated song cards, DKG
crests, framed pictures of DKG pin & crests, gavels, pins,
totes and more.

Annie’s Attic will be open Tuesday and Wednesday in the
vendor area at convention. Members may email questions to
Susan Smith, Headquarters Chair at
headquarterstso@gmail.com or text to 940-736-5285.

Last Day for Biennium

TSO Archives available to members

The TSO Archives in the TWU Library’s
Women’s Collection will be available for
visits during the Denton Convention on
June 23, 24, and 25 from 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Members will be responsible for their own
transportation to and from the library
location on the TWU campus. For more
information, members may download

the Archives News to Know document.

To facilitate staffing and spacing, individuals
and/or chapters who desire to visit the TSO
Collection should complete the information
at this link: Visit to Archives Registration

The 2023-25 TSO Finance Committee
met at TSO Headquarters on

March 28-30, 2025. Pictured are
Elizabeth (Libby) Horton, Sharon
McDougal, Pam Phillips, Ellen
Laughlin (Chair), Virginia Olsovsky,
and Natalie Eustace. During the
weekend, the committee worked to
prepare the proposed 2025-27 TSO
budget under the guidance of Leesa Cole
& Vanessa Diggins. The committee
finalized preparations for the training
of Chapter Treasurers at the Convention
in June. All chapter treasurers (or a
representative) are encouraged to

attend this training.



https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/dfwdngi-92n-ffe00332-dabc-47b8-bb59-732b59bb85bb/
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=DTNTXHX&arrivalDate=2025-06-24&departureDate=2025-06-28&groupCode=CHHDKG&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
https://www.dkgtexas.org/uploads/4/2/8/3/42835841/archives_convention_note25.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WGgYUM_AVd3nSYHGkmvYpLyi1qKwIVWvu1q16XK-70E/edit

Adventure awaits at TSO convention in June, 2025

DKG International First Vice-President International Representative

Candace (Candi) Martin, will be at the TSO convention. She has served as chair of the
International Leadership Development Committee, previously served as the 2020-2022
Southeast Regional Director, co-chairing the 2021 International Conference in San
Antonio. She has also been Southeast representative to the US Forum and a member of

the International Membership Committee. She was Arkansas State Organization

Candi Martin
International Carolyn Pittman Achievement Award and her chapter’s Adair/ Pledger Achievement

First Vice President

president for two successive biennia, earning the Arkansas State Organization’s

Wendy Gates keynote speaker in Denton

Wendy Gates Corbett, CPTD, stands at the forefront of belonging and
leadership, wielding her expertise with a vibrant energy that transforms
workplaces and speaking stages alike. Her personal journey as an adopted
biracial individual has profoundly influenced her mission to cultivate spaces
of unconditional acceptance, a mission that she brings to life as a top-tier
organizational culture consultant, global training executive, belonging
researcher, and adjunct professor of leadership and management at Duke
University. Results from her programs and consulting work produce

Wendy Gates Corbett

DKG Emergency Fund is Convention Unifying Project

Dear Delta Kappa Gamma Members,

My name is Teresa Howard, and I am honored to serve as the chair for the Unifying Project at this
year’s convention in Denton, TX. This year, our focus will be collecting funds for the TSO Emergency
Fund, an initiative that has been a lifeline for many members since its inception in 1948. This fund
provides crucial assistance to members who have suffered major losses due to natural disasters, offering
a grant of $500 to help with immediate needs during difficult times.

Many members were affected by a tornado in 2022, this fund is very important. The assistance from the
TSO Emergency Fund was invaluable. As someone who was affected by this tornado, this fund
provided my family with some respite as we began the process of rebuilding our lives and dealing with
the aftermath.

At the convention, we will have a table set up for contributions, and a special collection will take place
during the Birthday Luncheon. We look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s state convention and
greatly appreciate all you do for our organization and one another!
Warm regards,

Teresa Howard Chair - Unifying Project
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Meet the Denton convention chairs

Lezli Collins, Terri Stretcher and Mandy Story have provided leadership and direction
to numerous volunteers working to make the 2025 TSO Denton Convention a memorable
experience for all attendees.

Lezli Collins is a retired middle school ELA teacher and an ESL Specialist.

Prior to teaching, she spent 17 years volunteering at her church: Women’s Ministry
Leader, VBS Director, Sunday School teacher, and Preschool Director. She is a
member of lota Chapter in Area 16. Initiated in 2003, she has served in numerous
positions multiple times including chapter president, 1st and 2nd vice president, and
recording secretary. She is a member of the Leadership Class of 2021, the Resilient
Gems and currently serves on the Scholarship Committee for TSO. She has also served
on two TSO Steering Committees.

Lezli and her husband, Joe have been married 43 years and have three grown sons and two
grandchildren. They have lived in Hickory Creek, Texas at the same address for the entirety of their
marriage. They enjoy the country life and taking care of their dogs, miniature donkeys, pheasants, a
peacock and chickens. They have plans of opening an upscale meat market in Denton, TX this summer.

Mandy Story has been a member of lota Omicron, Area 16, since 2004. She was a
member of the Leadership Seminar Class of 2011, the Golden Gift Leadership
Management Seminar Class of 2014 and received the State Achievement Award in
2019. She has served as Area 16 Coordinator, Bylaws and Rules Chairman,
Communications Committee Chairman, TSO Recording Secretary, and

TSO Parliamentarian.

Mandy has been the Director of Libraries for Henrietta ISD since 2007 and also teaches
CTE Multimedia classes, serves as the PAL sponsor and a UIL Academic coach, and
the yearbook teacher at Henrietta High School.

She and John Story have been married since 1999, and they are the proud parents of Robby Story (wife
Savannah Story) a TCU graduate currently serving as a 2nd LT in the U. S Army at Fort Benning, GA,
and Jacob Story, a sophomore Agriculture Science major at Texas A&M University.

Terri Stretcher is a member of the Lambda Rho chapter in Area 16, and is currently
serving as chapter president. She was initiated in December of 1994 into the Beta
Sigma chapter in Area 16. She is a member of the 2017 Leadership Class known as

= Jo's Dream Girls. She served as the Area 16 Coordinator from 2017 - 2019. Terri and
her husband, Mark, will celebrate their 40th anniversary in August. They have two
children: Whitney, a Texas Tech graduate, is an animal science teacher at a boarding
school in New Hampshire; and David, who served in the US Marine Corps, is a
lineman for a telecommunications company in Longview. Terri and her family have
lived in several locations in Texas. She has been in education for 42 years and is still going strong.
Terri and her husband reside in Jacksboro where Terri is the middle school counselor.




Monday, June 23
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 24
8:00a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

5:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 25
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

12:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 26
7:45 am.. - 8:10 a.m.
8:30 am.. - 9:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

12:15 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.

12:20 p.m. - 12:50 p.m.

12:20 p.m. - 12:50 p.m.
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
4:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

TSO Executive Committee Mtg.
Vendor Set Up
Registration Open

Vendor Set Up/ Visual Arts Displays/ Displays/
ASTEF Events/Set up for all needs
Registration Open

Vendors Open

Chorus Rehearsal

AC Training

Committee Chairs Meeting

Box Lunches Available

Chapter Presidents' Training
Chapter Treasurers’ Training
Breakout Sessions

Chorus Rehearsal

Breakout Sessions

First Timer’s Session

Flag Rehearsal

Leadership Seminar Reunion
Opening Session and Keynote

Registration Open

ASTEF Business Mtg.

Vendors Open

Breakout Sessions

Breakout Sessions

Recognition of 50+ year members
Birthday Luncheon

Breakout Sessions

ASTEF Ticketed Event

Vendors Open

Breakout Sessions

Necrology Practice and Set Up
Vendors Take Down

Chorus Rehearsal

State Personnel Dinner *All State Leaders Invited

Chorus Rehearsal

Necrology Service

TSO Business Meeting

*All State Leaders Required Attendance
Box Lunches Available

Outgoing & Incoming ACs

Outgoing & Incoming Comm. Chairs
Breakout Sessions

Breakout Sessions

Breakout Sessions

Chorus Rehearsal

Installation Rehearsal

Welcome Reception

Founders’ Banquet and Installation of Officers




% Breakout Sessions: A to Z in Denton %

o A Full Circle Approach to Substance Abuse
e America the Beautiful
o ASTEF’s 15th Birthday Bash

« Breaking the Ice: Building Connections

e Building Capacity for Student Mental Health:
Insights from the Mental Health Matters Grant

and Educator Tools

« Building Relationships & Maintaining a Growth

Mindset

e Bylaws & Rules — What Members and Chapters

Need to Know

e Chair Yoga — Come and Enjoy a Beneficial Sit

e Come Celebrate with Ceremonies

o Communicate. Communicate. Communicate.

Creating and Updating the Basic Traditional
Newsletter

e Create Your Best Future: Reinvent Yourself!

o Digital Hygiene: Tips on How to Identify Scam

and Protect Yourself
e DKG & Texas Trivia Fun!
o DKG Rapid Connections (Program Idea)
e DKG Resume — What are you waiting for?
e DKG Society
e DKG Symbols STEM Style
e DKG, Teaching and Racing Wait, What?
o DKG / Texas Jeopardy
o Fasy as P.L.LE.

o Empowering Educators with Al: Streamlining

Tasks and Enhancing Student Support

o Encouraging Innovation to Foster a
Collaborative Culture

» Fancy Doodling with Friends

e Finding the Leader in You: Empowering
Women Educators to Lead with Confidence

e First-time Author: Steps to Self-publishing on

Amazon

¢ Fitness on the Go: Self-care Routines for

Educators to Combat Stress, Fatigue an Burnout!

» Fostering a Growth Mindset in Our

Organization

Good Witch, Bad Witch: Mastering Al
Prompt Writing

Google Apps and Sharing for TSO and
ASTEF Members

Grief as Part of Life

Improve Your Chapter’s Productivity with
Google Tools

Ins and Outs of TSO Coordinating
Council

It’s a Piece of P.1.E.

Join or Facilitate an International DKG
Visionary Network

Join the STAR Galaxy by Creating your own
Area STAR Constellation

Just Google It

Kenya, An Educational Safari
K.I.S.S. and More!

“Let’s Hear It for the G.I.LR.L.S.”

Leveraging Professional Expertise to Build
Capacity in DKG Membership

Looking Back at ASTEF’s 2024
Accomplishments

Make Mine a Combo

Make the Invisible Seen: Keeping
members engaged and active

Maker + Content + Picture Books — What’s
the Big Idea?

Maximizing Member Potential: Building Our
Legacy

Membership Treasure Hunt
Memories of a Traveling Teacher in Mexico

Mentorship Unlocked: Connect, Inspire, Lead
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Breakout Sessions: A to Z in Denton
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e Misheard Lyrics: Radio vs Real Life

e Mysterious Artist Leon Gaspard: My Journey
to Uncover His Story

e Never Give Up on a Kid: A Teacher’s Tale

e New Teacher Academy — Training the
Uncertified to Teach

o Pathways to Member Engagement

o Rat Race: The Dissertation of Helen Lois Koch
e Say What! — Youth Tobacco / Vape Prevention
 Seven Steps to a Language-Rich Classroom

« $mall Projects of the Heart

o Soar to New Places: Educational Travel
Opportunities with Road Scholar

» Soar to Success with Your Chapter Finances
(this is the treasurer’s workshop)

e SOARIng into Scholarships: All You Need to
Know

 Soaring to Reading Excellence: A Research-
based Intervention Model for Struggling K-3rd

e Readers in South Texas
e Soaring With a Twist!
e Spin to Win: Harnessing the Power of Al

e Sprinkles, Swirls, and Sweet Success: A Guide
to Cookie Decorating

e Superintendent Connections

» Sweet as P.LE.

e Take Care of You, Part III

 Texas Gardening — Diggin’ with Dawn
e The Best Games Ever

e The Modern Adolescent ... Different but
Better?

e The Portrait of a DKG Woman

o The Realities of Human Trafficking in Our
Community

e The Red Folder
e The State of the Nation’s Literacy

e The Three R’s: Retirement, Real Estate,
Relaxation

e The TSO Collectors
e The World is Coming to Our Classroom

o THRIVE: SOARing to New Heights with
Your Chapter

e Tips and Tricks with Your iPhone and iPad
e Tips for Being a Great Chapter Secretary

« Transitional Strategies that Build Bridges:
Increasing Membership and Teacher
Retention

e TSO Archives: What’s it all about?

e Uncovering the Power of STEAM
Leadership: A Journey of Inclusion and
Transformation

e Unlocking Canva’s Power: A Hands-on
Design Workshop

e Using Canva to Create Fun and Engaging
Newsletters (and a few other cool things it
can do!)

e What are YOU - as an Active Chapter
Member — Doing to Increase DKG
Membership in Texas?

e What I Know About the Texas Government
and the Passing of a Bill

e When Stories Pop Up Like Daisies: Sharing
Literacy in Unexpected Places

e Whole Brain Teaching Al Quick Start
e Women in the Arts: It Isn’t Just Crafts!

e Yearbook 101, How to Achieve a Perfect
(‘30”

¢ Your Information Diet: Mindful Selection
While Standing in the Buffet Line

LT Lrrrnm




ASTEF Events at the Denton Convention
The Devil Delight is in the Details

ASTEF has planned several fun and impactful events for the TSO Convention, many of which benefit
attendees and the Foundation. All events are held in the Convention Center on Tuesday, June 24, and
Wednesday, June 25, with one on Thursday, June 26.

Silent Auction of Baskets
This year's auction features themed baskets (minimum $25 value) created by members. Bidding runs from
Tuesday at 10 AM to Wednesday at 4:15 p.m.

Mystery Mania
A one-day, cash-only gift card game on Tuesday: $10 for one chance, $20 for two. Play begins at
10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. until sold out.

Arms Length Tickets

This roaming raffle game sells tickets at $1 each or 20 for $5 (cash only). ASTEF will be selling tickets
on Tuesday and Wednesday morning. Two winners drawn at Wednesday morning's ASTEF Business
Meeting will receive a complimentary 2026 Regional Conference registration.

Ticketed Speaker Event

On Wednesday from 2:30—4:00 p.m., enjoy speaker Dave Lieber. Tickets ($25) are purchased via
convention registration and printed on your badge. On-site tickets are also available. Five of Lieber’s
books will be given as door prizes, and books will be available for purchase afterward.

Quilt Raffle

Attendees may purchase a chance to win a beautiful red rose quilt donated by Judy Williams. Tickets are
$10 each or 3 for $25 (cash only) and are available in the Vendor Area on Tuesday and Wednesday until
2:30 p.m. Convention chairs will announce the winner at 4:00 p.m. on June 25th. The winner must pick
up the quilt; shipping is not available.

Special Free Events

* ASTEF Annual Business Meeting, Wednesday, 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. ASTEF will announce scholarship
and project stipend winners and the new ASTEF Directors.

» ASTEF's 15th Birthday Bash, Wednesday at 10:30 a.m., is a fun-filled, free breakout session.

* Escape Room Session, Thursday at 1:00 p.m., is a session to learn ASTEF facts in a tech-friendly
game (bring your device).

» ASTEF will introduce the Advocate for Education at the Birthday Luncheon.

Kendra Scott
Kendra Scott will have a pop-up shop on Wednesday from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m. in the vendor area with a
portion of her sales benefiting ASTEF.

ASTEF looks forward to seeing you at these events, which are designed to inspire, support education, and
bring plenty of smiles!
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ASTEF
Dr. Nancy Radcliffe named 2025 ASTEF Advocate for Education

A Legacy of Leadership and Service: Dr. Nancy Reeves Radcliffe’s
Enduring Impact on Texas Education

In an ever-evolving educational landscape, it takes a unique blend of passion,
perseverance, and purpose to truly move the needle. Dr. Nancy Reeves Radcliffe
exemplifies that blend. A lifelong educator, tireless advocate, and visionary leader, Dr. Radcliffe continues to
leave an indelible mark on Texas education long after her formal retirement. Her work stands as a testament
to what it means to serve with heart, lead with integrity, and give selflessly for the betterment of others.

A Life Devoted to Education

Before transitioning into her current roles in advocacy and philanthropy, Dr. Radcliffe’s distinguished career
spanned numerous key positions across the educational spectrum—teacher, administrator, instructional
officer, curriculum director, adjunct professor, and educational consultant. Her mission has always been clear:
every child deserves access to a high-quality education, just as she would want for her own three sons and six
grandchildren. This deeply personal commitment to equity and excellence has informed everything she does,
from policy involvement to nonprofit leadership.

Champion for Children with Autism

As president of The Foundation for Autism Care, Education and Services (F.A.C.E.S.), Dr. Radcliffe leads a
non-profit that has awarded over $3 million in scholarships for Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy to
730 families in southwest Texas. Her leadership extends beyond the boardroom—she actively raises funds,
reaches out to donors, organizes events, and donates personal resources to ensure families affected by autism
receive life-changing support. Her work at F.A.C.E.S. speaks volumes about her ability to combine strategic
leadership with personal compassion.

Advocacy Through Voice for Public Schools

In 2021, Dr. Radcliffe co-founded Voice for Public Schools (V.P.S.), a grassroots advocacy organization
designed to elevate public education through communication and community engagement. V.P.S. shares
timely, informative content through social media and regular email updates, and hosts public panel
discussions that Dr. Radcliffe personally underwrites to ensure accessibility. This initiative has become a
vital source of information and encouragement for educators and constituents across Texas.

An Ongoing Influence in School Governance

Dr. Radcliffe’s commitment to public education is perhaps best reflected in her service on the Klein ISD
Board of Trustees from 2003 to 2009, where she held every executive position, including president.

She now serves on advisory boards for both Klein and Tomball ISDs, helping to inform communities about
district initiatives, financial matters, and educational legislation. Her impact in school governance has been
formally recognized by a State of Texas Resolution for Outstanding Service to Education and numerous
other awards, including the Klein ISD 75 Diamond Award and the AAUW North Harris Outstanding
Educator of the Year.

Leadership Beyond the Classroom

Dr. Radcliffe’s leadership extends well beyond traditional educational spaces. She served as a board

member and team lead for Wings Ministries, an in-prison education program for women. Over five years, she
taught weekly classes to incarcerated women, helping them prepare for reintegration through
resume-building, interview coaching, and life skills training. Today, she continues her involvement by
serving on the organization’s scholarship committee and supporting its fundraising efforts. Additionally, she
evaluates student applications for the Daughters of Penelope Foundation Scholarship program, helping both
male and female high school graduates pursue higher education. Continued p. 12
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Dr. Nancy Radcliffe 2025 ASTEF Advocate for Education (cont.)

Connecting Communities and Businesses

Dr. Radcliffe’s community engagement includes six years of active
involvement with the Houston Northwest Chamber of Commerce. She has
supported education-focused events, co-chaired business expos, and helped
expand membership within the Chamber, always keeping education at the
forefront of community development.

A Mentor at Heart

Perhaps the most personal of Dr. Radcliffe’s contributions is her dedication to
mentoring other educators. Whether guiding new teachers, supporting career
changers, or advising doctoral students—as she currently does through

St. Thomas University—she continually offers her time, wisdom, and
encouragement to help others grow into their best professional selves.

A Role Model for the Future

Dr. Nancy Reeves Radcliffe’s lifelong dedication to service and leadership
offers an inspiring model for educators and community leaders alike. She
proves that retirement is not the end of an educator’s impact, but rather a new
chapter for meaningful influence. Whether through direct financial support,

JOIN US FOR OUR CELEBRATION OF
PAST FEATS AND THOSE TO COME!

ASTEF'S

/f%%;f;%/@

BREAKOUT SESSION
WATCH FOR DETAILS COMING SOON
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25,2025

TED
ASTEF TIEHENT
Dave Licber |

" Weatchdog” |

| columnist/humonist

Purchase $25 ticket on
Denton registration

strategic leadership, community advocacy, or personal mentorship,

Dr. Radcliffe’s work continues to shape the future of Texas education, one

child, one family, and one school at a time.

ASTEF will be having a silent auction of themed

‘ baskets. All baskets donated will help raise funds

§ 4 for Projects and Programs in the coming year. Any

£ member, group, chapter, or area can help by

9 donating a basket. The minimum value of the

* donated basket should be $25. All baskets must be
~ dropped off at 9:00 a.m. on June 24 at the

convention registration table. The auction will last from 1:00 p.m.

June 24 to 4:00 p.m. June 25.

NEW this year: "Claim NOW" meaning members may purchase
baskets on the spot for $100. ASTEF accepts cash, check,

PayPal or credit card (fees apply). Members may create baskets
around a theme, and wrap them so that contents won’t spill out during
transport or display. The basket contents must be sealed if they
contain wine or spirits.

Members who intend to provide a basket must fill out this

Google Form by June 1, 2025, Dr. Lisa Rogers must receive a photo
of the basket and a list of its contents via email at
coordinatorarea8@gmail.com.
For more information for to donate, members need to contact

either Dr. Lisa Rogers at coordinatorarea8@gmail.com or
Risa McCann at risamccann(@gmail.com

JUNE 25
WEDNESDAY | 2:20PM- 4PM

TSO Convention 2025
See you there!

Gift cards needed for the
2025 Mystery Mania
ASTEF fundraiser!

ASTEF has scheduled Mystery
Mania twice on Tuesday,

June 24. Pay $10 for one chance
to win a gift card valued from
$10 to $100. Pay $20 and double
your chances.

How it works:

Members can send gift cards to
Kimbra Bishop, 888 Alexander
Road, Olney, TX 76374.

Card values can range between
$10-$100. Members may send
them in a greeting card so that it
looks like regular mail. They
should include an email address
so that Kimbra can send a thank
you note to let the sender know
the card(s) were received.
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NECROLOGY

Remembrance of TSO members

TSO mourns the passing and celebrates the lives of those cherished members of the Society whose
deaths have been reported to the Texas Necrology Chair Dianne McCorcle. They are reported by
their chapter and place of residence at the time of death using Form 6, Report of the Death of a
Member, found at www.dkgtexas.org under Committees - Necrology.

Ruth Hull, Zeta Gamma - 1, Tyler

Dr. Mary Ann Waldon, Theta Zeta - 3, League City

Carolyn Sparkman, Alpha Pi - 17, Texarkana

Marie Autrey, Eta Omega - 4, Oyster Creek

Evangeline Riojas, Theta Beta - 6, San Antonio

Sena J. Leese, Gamma Zeta, - 10, Stephenville

Anna K. Bingham, Kappa - 15, El Paso

Patricia M. Rasura, Kappa - 15, El Paso

Roberta Mae Carter, Beta Phi - 10, Forest Hill

Sandra (Sandy) Elizabeth Muegge, Eta Pi - 4, Victoria

Patsy F. Jones, lota Alpha -18, Houston

Dr. Patricia Sue Ashburn, Kappa Gamma - 7, Diana

Amanda J. Kreici, Theta Omicron - 13, Sterling City

Mary Ann Shupe, Theta Alpha - 9, Wylie

Barbara Bagwell Roundtree, Zeta - 8, Waco

Priscilla (Prissy) M Neely, Iota Chi - 10, Weatherford

Sara (Sally) McKnight, Kappa Gamma - 7, College Station

Bertha Garcia, Epsilon Upsilon - 5, McAllen

Susan Lee Stewart, Zeta Epsilon - 11 Amarillo

Johnnie Chambers, Beta Iota (O) - 15 Coleman

Carolee Ann Yarborough, Epsilon Lambda - 10, Fort Worth

Grace Walker Delatour, Delta Omicron - 9, Dallas

Linda Rae Miska, Iota Omega 9 Plano

Doris W Phillips Alpha Chi - 7, Spicewood

Margaret Helen Heyde, Zeta Zeta - 11, Amarillo
— —

Information Sources
DKG Texas Website
www. dkgtexas.org
DKG Texas on Facebook
https.//'www.facebook.com/tso.deltakappagamma
ASTEF Website

www. astef. org

https.//'www.facebook.com/astef.org
International

www.dkg.org

***Clipart in Lone Star News newsletter

I
I
I
I
ASTEF on Facebook I
I
I
by pixabay.com and freepik.com I

Lone Star News
Members are encouraged to submit
information to be used in the

Lone Star News to Connie Hernandez

lonestarnewstx@gmail.com

Fall edition goes out Sept. 10"

*Deadline for submissions August 1*

Winter edition goes out Jan. 10"

eDeadline for submissions Dec. 1%

Spring edition goes out April 10"

eDeadline for submissions March 1%

Summer edition goes out June 10"

*Deadline for submissions May 1%

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
-
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WOMEN’S HEALTH
Personal Reﬂection/Anecdote\ @)
lgnoring the Signs: One Woman’s
Health Crisis

“This can’t be happening to me” were six words I kept repeating to myself for
25 days during the summer of 2023. “Why me?”

By Jeanette Rhyan

Jeanette Rhyan

TSO First Vice President
As a physical education teacher, I’ve had my share of aches and pains. My weight ~ Theta Chi, Area 10

has always fluctuated, and this has caused my body systems to work harder. But

nothing I’d previously been through prepared me for what was in my future.

Several Years Ago

I love Mexican food. Chips and salsa are my downfall, and the hotter the salsa the better. One evening, my
husband and I had dinner at one of our favorite Mexican restaurants. The food was hot and spicy, and as
always, I ate too much. Later that evening lying in bed, I told Bill, “I think I have heartburn. My chest has
this dull pain that radiates down my esophagus.” He suggested some TUMS™. [ took two tablets, and the
heartburn eventually went away. I didn’t give this episode any more thought.

A few months later, Bill and I went to the movies. Sitting in the comfy cinema loungers eating popcorn and
Reese’s Pieces™, we were engrossed in the action flick. Halfway through the movie, I felt a tingling in my
left arm. I thought maybe my arm had fallen asleep, so I shook it for a few seconds. Of course, I didn’t
want to interrupt the movie and tell Bill, so I waited for the tingling to go away. After a few minutes, it did,
and I felt fine. I thought to myself, “Nothing is wrong with me.” I continued to enjoy the movie.

*Continue reading Jeanette’s article:

Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin Collegial Exchange 2025 - Volume 91-4 (pp. 27 - 30)
https://www.dkg.org/DKGSI/DKGSI/Publications/Bulletin-Journal.aspx? hkey=1615¢c5¢7-915(~-4765-8b8 8-

[7119a85¢528

Jeanette Rhyan is currently serving as first vice president of Texas State Organization and as newsletter
editor of Theta Chi Chapter, and has belonged to DKG for 42 years. Jeanette travels around the state
presenting fun programs on various topics related to DKG. A retired physical education, health, and
journalism teacher, Rhyan has published three books, the latest titled Dear Mom and Dad. Following up on
this article, Rhyan reports, “I’m walking more, bicycling outdoors when I can, and eating healthier foods.
I feel great.” Istvptso@gmail.com
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ALL GooD THINGS MusT COME 1O AN END Gola

To say No is just as important as to say Yes. I have served as a chapter newsletter editor
for three DKG chapters because I believe that clear and consistent communication is critical
to the success of the chapter. I believe newsletters keep members informed about chapter
activities and connect them to the Society and each other. Piece

I have enjoyed preparing each and every newsletter, which I hope presented a better
understanding of DKG, TSO, and Lambda. I hope that the articles have instilled a sense of pride in being a
member of a professional organization designed specifically for key women educators. Above all, I hope that
each member feels a strong sense of belonging.

They say that with age comes wisdom and I believe that I am now old enough and wise enough to know
that it is time for me to say no — and go. Throughout history, leaders have written letters of farewell. A
formal leave-taking written with a sense of pride of accomplishment as well as an undertone of bittersweet
remorse for departing. I make no claim to share the stage with past luminaries, but I must no longer continue
to be selfish just because I love doing newsletters. My continuing as chapter newsletter
editor means someone else is denied the opportunity to fill a significant chapter leadership role.

Finally, I wish all the best for the sister who assumes the role of newsletter editor, and I pray she finds the
joy and delight that I have experienced over the years. I am thankful and honored for the privilege of being a
chapter newsletter editor for three chapters beginning in 1995, keeping the members informed and connected.

Nevertheless, as | say goodbye, I leave you with these thoughts born of my own experiences and
involvement in DKG. Whether, at the time, called initiation or induction, when you accepted the invitation to
DKG membership, when the chapter president said, “By your being here, you have signified your willingness
to assume responsibilities in The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. You will contribute to the
Society by participating, sharing your interests, talents, and professional expertise, and seeking opportunities
to grow personally and professionally,” you pledged, “I will support this organization.”

As the new biennium begins with new state officers and a new state theme and logo, lean into it—accept
the challenge to commit yourself to being an active part of the Society you joined. Always be open to an
opportunity to say YES.

* Contribute ideas, time, and talent that will benefit your chapter and yourself.

* Participate by presenting a program and offering project possibilities that you will organize.

* Lead by doing, by being the one who says Yes when asked; better yet, volunteer.

* Enrich yourself and the chapter by considering/offering new ways to raise funds to endow Grant in

Aid money and scholarships to aspiring new teachers who may be graduation high school seniors who
plan to teach.

* Grow by (1) applying for scholarships that allow you the opportunity to further your education/
experience, (2) apply for the Leadership Seminar Class of 2027

* Become a chapter officer, a member of a state committee, and an integral part of the Big Picture, which
is DKG.

* Belong! Many challenges lie ahead for educators, and you are the pioneers of those challenges. Your
signature in your chapter’s new member book confirmed your commitment to supporting the Society's
seven Purposes and sharing friendships, hopes, and goals.

* Demonstrate your continuing commitment each time you attend a meeting, chair a committee,
bring refreshments, or contribute in any way.

AVWVR'

Knowledge shared increases its value.

ANN MAHAN
Lambda Chapter, Area 8

Communications & Publicity
Committee Chair 2023-2025
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TSO’s Chapter Highlights
Talented Spectacular Outstanding

Beta Eta, Area 3, celebrated their 90" Birthday at Monument Inn on Saturday, April 12", 2025.
Forty TSO/DKG members and guests were in attendance: Past State President, Marilyn Gregrory; Current
Area Coordinator, Dr. Cindy Kates; Past Area Coordinators, Kimberly Birkelbach, Pat Bumpus, Denise
Charleston, Barbara Coon, Barbara Derrick, Ella Gauthier, Janette Musachia, Dianne Moose, and
Betty Jo Watts. Honorary Members: Madelyn Birkelbach, Paulette Potthoff and Nancy Story as well as the
chapter’s 50+ members, Ann Anthony & Betty Jo Watts.

A highlight was the INDUCTION of newest member, Debbie Heckman.

Lillie Beth (left) and
her coworkers work at
the Bluebird Circle.
They make and sell
crafts to help fund
research for epilepsy
and neurological
diseases. They were
featured on Deborah
Duncan’s, “Good Day
Houston,” telecast the
day after our meeting.

Inductees to Kappa Delta, Area 10,
(L to R) Tia Fuentes, Kate Jones,
and Tinesha Sneed-Esaw.

Inductees to Iota Epsilon, Area 18,
Cynthia Sullivan, Jessica Simon,
Suzan Nguyen, Caitlyn Jones
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Epsilon Tau, Area 3, Texas City, was

recognized for this year's chapter project at

Ceremony

Delta Omicron, Area 9

Two new inductees joined Nu Chapter May 6, 2025.
L to R: Inductees Klarissa Barbatto and Brenda Woelful are
joined by their sponsors Sandra Morales [sponsoring Brenda]
and Tonda Frady [sponsoring Klarissa].

Carolyn Grantham,

Mitzi Suter celebrated 54 years Mu Kappa, Area 15
of service with DKG, was presented her 50 year pin
Mu Omicron Area 9 by President Kathy Newport

Mu Tau, Area 1 the Texas City School Board meeting. The
Induction chapter adopted the DAEP- District
Alternative Education Program at
Woodrow Wilson School and the Early
Childhood Center at Calvin Vincent
Elementary School. Refreshments, games,
and prizes were provided with a monthly
theme each time, focusing on self-care and
mental health for teachers.

L-R clockwise: Wanda
Spoonmore, Suzanne
Babcock, Kay Keeland,
Mary Gill, Marta Finlay,
Margaret Amold, Carolyn
Miller, Carolyn Miller,
Marylin Nease, Dr. Dawna
Walsh, Penni Lewis,
Margaret Thompson, Judy
Caporaletti, Valerie Powell,
™ Katherine Grogan, Kathy

. Sutton, Liza Leggett
Hooray for fellowship!

Carlene Markham,
Lambda Xi, Areal3
presented 50 year pin
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ShL CONFEg

The 2025 DKG International Conference in New Orleans is just = N
around the corner! July 31 — August 2, 2025. Members may register .,>\, —

now and book hotel rooms to experience exciting speakers, and
insightful sessions. https://www.dkg.org/dkgconf _int

DKG International seeking leaders for elected positions

An invitation to Delta Kappa Gamma highlights a woman’s leadership potential. Now, it's time for each
member to consider expanding that leadership to the DKG International level by applying for an elected
position or encouraging another member to do so.

The International Nominating Committee (INC) will begin accepting applications in the summer of 2025,
with the deadline for submission set for September 15, 2025. DKG members have the opportunity to help the
organization progress into #SecondCenturyDKG. Strong leadership is essential for the organization’s growth.
The International Standing Rules (ISR) 8.103 outlines the qualifications and recommendations for applicants
for each position. These qualifications are the only criteria the INC will consider when evaluating
applications. Members are encouraged to assess their interests and skills in relation to the qualifications
detailed in ISR 8.103.

Commonly assumed misconceptions

Applicants do not need to have. . .
Earned a doctorate
Attended Leadership Management Seminar (Ignite)
Attended a given number of international conferences/conventions
Held a certain number of specific state positions
Been a member for a minimum number of years

The duties and responsibilities of the elected INC members are detailed in the
Constitution Article VIII Section B.8.b.

INC members MAY NOT...
Recruit applicants
Assist applicants in any way with the application process
Discuss an application with anyone other than another INC member
Support or advocate for a nominee in any manner

The International Nominating Committee will post guidelines and applications on the DKG website in May
2025. The International Nominating Committee will also present at two Inside International sessions to
review the application process.

Mark your calendars: Tuesday, August 5, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. Central Time

International Headquarters
12710 Research Blvd Ste 230
Austin, Texas 78759

Vision Statement

Leading Women Educators : .
Impacting Education Worldwide Austll’clllzelep hone: 512.478.5748
6) INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR KEY WOMEN EDUCATORS wg
! DELTA ]%PPA GAMMA MEMBERS: Send address changes to your chapter

treasurer or go to www.dkg.org/MyDKG to make any
changes in your information.
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< CELEBRATESS®

Taken from International website

DKG will be 100 years old on May 11, 2029

What started May 11, 1929 with 12 founders in one small chapter, in one big state, has spread to all 50
states in the United States of America as well as 16 countries. With THOUSANDS of women leaders across
the globe, the DKG Society International is impacting education worldwide!

The Centennial Committee is planning surprises and awards for our celebration at the 2029 International
Conference in Austin, TX. On this significant occasion, DKG is taking the opportunity to celebrate the
growth of the organization and the friendships formed across DKG’s past, present, and future. To that end,
the Centennial Celebration Ad-Hoc Committee is announcing the launch of the Centennial Celebration
Contribution Campaign.

Beginning May 11, 2025, in honor of DKG Founder’s Day, the Centennial Celebration Committee asks
every member to contribute a symbolic $19.29—a nod to the year of DKG’s founding—to the Centennial
Celebration Fund. These funds will go toward a gala to honor DKG’s 100th anniversary at the 2029
International Conference in Austin, Texas. Members can make contributions* year-round and are
encouraged to contribute multiple times.

More information on International website: www.dkg.org
See videos: https.//www.voutube.com/playlist? list=PLqsKf5cYj-q4172bRZ2j1 6pDewURuDkHS

sa DKGIEF

DIRECTOR

Learn More & Apply Today!

S

An Opportunity to Make a Difference
Become a DKGIEF Director and Help “Educate the World”

Application Deadline: September 1, 2025
https.//www.dkg.org/DKGSI/DKGIEF/DKGIEF _Director_Position.aspx
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