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Achievement Award Recipients 

Honored at Denton  

Achievement Awards Committee recognized  

three members with the Texas State Achievement 

Award and three members with the Golden Rose 

Award during the Birthday Luncheon of the      

Denton Convention. These women honored have 

served their Chapters and TSO by giving of  

themselves, impacting the Society through years 

of service.  

Texas Achievement Award recipients are Judy 

Evans - Alpha Sigma, Area 12; Elizabeth (Libby) 

Horton - Mu Tau, Area 1; Frances  Ziegenhals - 

Alpha Iota, Area 4                   

Golden Rose Award Recipients are Alannah Rose 

Mozisek - Alpha Iota, Area 4; Janette Musachia - 

Beta Eta, Area 3; Carolyn Power - Delta Omicron, 

Area 9.                                 

The State Achievement Award is given to            

members who have not only worked on the            

chapter level but have excelled in their work on 

the state and often international level. Golden 

Rose recipients are those members who mentor 

and work hard behind the scenes of chapters and 

our Society.  

Congratulations to these women for the many 

contributions they have made to DKG and the 

lives of students they served over the years.  

Judy                 

Evans             

Alpha Sigma, 

Area 12         

Elizabeth 

(Libby) Horton                   

Mu Tau,        

Area 1           

Frances           

Ziegenhals 

Alpha Iota, 

Area 4  

Alannah  

Mozisek               

Alpha Iota,            

Area 4 

 Janette           

Musachia        

Beta Eta,            

Area 3  

 Carolyn             

Power              

Delta Omicron, 

Area 9                                 

Mission Statement:                                                                                                           

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes professional and personal  

growth of women educators and excellence in education. 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

2025 - 2027                                                                

TSO Leadership  

President - Dr. Stacey Arnold                                                 

Kappa Lambda (7)                             

tsopres2527@gmail.com  

1st Vice President - Janet Helmcamp                                             

Alpha Gamma (10)                                      

tso1stvp@gmail.com  

2nd Vice President - Lynda Anderson                                                

Zeta Gamma (1)                             

2ndvptso@gmail.com  

Recording Secretary - Mellie Smithwick                                                   

Beta Pi (5)                                                                     

recsectso@gmail.com  

Corresponding Secretary - Janie Wigley 

Gamma Beta, Area 9                                          

coorsectso@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian - Jeanette Rhyan                                                     

Theta Chi (10)                                                        

parlimtso@gmail.com  

Immediate Past President -                                

Bonnie Moore                                            

Eta Delta (3)                                                         

bonniedkgtso@gmail.com                         

ASTEF President - Suzanne Stidom 

Beta Phi, Area 10                                            

astefpresident@gmail.com  

Executive Administrator - Leesa Cole                                                               

Delta Omicron (9)                                                                 

tsosecretary29@gmail.com  

Editor/Photographer - Connie Hernandez                                                       

Mu Kappa (15)                    

lonestarnewstx@gmail.com  

Multimedia Designer/Coordinator 
-Debbi Ball                                                     

Gamma Eta (12)                                                            

dkgtexas@gmail.com  

  Dr. Stacey Arnold                                 

Texas State President                   

2025ñ2027                                                  

Get Ready to Dream 
 

As leading women educators, we know that dreams are 
not just visionsðthey are blueprints for whatôs           
possible. This year, you are invited to step boldly into  
a season of possibility, innovation, and transformation.                                  
 

Our theme, ñDare to Dream,ò is more than a                         
sloganðitôs a call to action. 
 
The goals for the 2025-2027 guide us to: 
 

Aspire to create positive change through collaboration,     

   service, and leadership opportunities 
 

Cultivate the growth of members and chapters 
 

Thrive together by fostering a sense of belonging and  

   celebrating success 

 

Dreaming begins with imagination, but it flourishes 
through courage, collaboration, and commitment. 
Whether itôs inspiring a student to reach higher,                   
launching a new program that serves your community,    
or reimagining whatôs possible in education, our 
dreams are the seeds of lasting change. 
 
In the months ahead, our organization will provide             
opportunities to share ideas, celebrate successes, and 
learn from one another. Plans have already begun for     
our next TSO Regional Conference that will be held 
June 20, 2026. 
 
This is your year to dream big, to take risks, and to 
shape the future of our organization. Together, we can 
model what it means to dream with purposeðand to 
turn those dreams into realities.                                                
 
So, get ready to dream! 

         

  Dr. Stacey Arnold                                 

Texas State President                   

2025ñ2027                                                  

www.pinterest.com 

mailto:astefpresident@gmail.com
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TEXAS ORGANIZATION HEADQUARTERS                          

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 797787, DALLAS, TX 75379-7787  

PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 6220 CAMPBELL ROAD SUITE 

204, DALLAS, TX 75248                                                                        

PHONE: OFFICE 972-930-9945 / FAX 972.447.0471  

      DEADLINES 

 

Å September 30, 2025:                   

 Chapter 990N Filing                        

 (TSO Deadline) 

Å November 1, 2025:                                         

 International Cornetet                     

 Application (Download 

 from  dkg.org) 

Å November 1, 2025:             

 TSO Fall Mini Grant  

 Application 

Å November 1, 2025:            

 Chapter Yearbook Early 

 Bird 

Å November 15, 2025:        

 Chapter 990N Filing (IRS        

 Deadline) 

Å December 1, 2025:                                                       

 Lone Star News (LSN)                              

 Submission 

Å December 1, 2025:             

 DKG Ignite Application 

 (Download from dkg.org) 

Å December 1, 2025:              

 Chapter Yearbook 

Å December 8, 2025:                

 State Leaders Expenses  

A Note from Bonnie Moore:                                                                                                               

Dear TSO Members, 

I am so thankful for your continued work and                            

convention attendance in my absence. We did                             

extremely well during the 2023-2025 biennium                      

due to your efforts and commitment.  

Thanks especially to the Area Coordinators, Committee 

Chairs, Executive Board and all of the members. I am 

forever grateful for your cards, notes, gifts, thoughts and 

prayers. They have kept me going as I heal and work to 

function again. I look forward to seeing you at the                  

2027 San Marcos Convention if not before. 

  SOARING to New Heights, 

          Bonnie  

 NEWS TO KNOW FROM TSO HQ                                                                                                              
Leesa Cole, TSO Executive Administrator 

Meet the 2025-27 TSO Finance Committee 

These ladies are mentors for chapter treasurers in the 7 regions /  

 18 areas of DKG TSO.                                                                                                                                                  

What do they do beyond forming the TSO budget?                                                                                                                        

Below is a sampling of duties: 

Åprovide support for using the Dues Portal to pay dues and manage 
 member data 

Åassist with Form 15 Annual Treasurer Reports 

Åguide as needed with the 990n IRS filing 

Åplan robust training workshops for the Regional Conference and 
 Convention 

Åcommunicate regularly with chapter treasurers 

Left to right: Libby Horton, chair: Areas 1, 9, 17 (Northeast);  
Sharon McDougle: Areas 11, 12 (Northwest);                                         
Pam Phillips: Areas 10, 16 (North Central);                                                 
Ellen Laughlin: Areas 4 & 5 (South Coastal Bend);                                   
Virginia Olsovsky: Areas 6, 7, 8 (Central);                                                  
Natalie Eustace: Areas 13, 14, 15 (Southwest);                                           
Not pictured, Debbie McGee: Areas 2, 3, 18 (Southeast) 
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 Texas State Organization ʱʯʱʴ - ɦ ʯʱʶ Executive Board                                                               

Left to Right: Parliamentarian Jeanette Rhyan, ASTEF President Suzanne Stidom,                          

Corresponding Secretary Janie Wigley, First Vice President Janet Helmcamp,                               

President Dr. Stacey Arnold, Second Vice President Lynda Anderson, Recording Secretary 

Mellie Smithwick, TSO Executive Secretary/State Treasurer Leesa Cole.                                          

Not pictured Immediate Past President Bonnie Moore 

Past State President Shalan Inmon                   

presents the gavel to incoming president 

Dr. Stacey Arnold. 

New TSO President acceptance and 

shares her vision with the membership. 

DKG International First Vice-President 

Candi Martin and                                                     

Past State President Shalan Inmon                   

The beauty of the DKG traditions                 

Candelabras  
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One of the highlights of being a Delta Kappa Gamma Society 

International member is having the opportunity to attend the 

state convention, an opportunity made even more special since 

it is now a bi-annual event. Our Texas State Organizationôs 

convention provides occasion to reignite, motivate, and inspire 

new learning. It gives time for key women educators to share 

professional and personal growth with members. It offers the 

convenience to reconnect with friends from across the state 

and also encourages new friendships.  

TSOôs 95th convention was held in Denton, TX this past June 

of 2025. With a tremendous turnout of 728 in attendance, we 

definitely SOARed! Members chose from over ninety 

breakout sessions, were able to tour the DKG archives, and 

shopped from twenty-six vendors. In addition, members and 

chapters were honored, remembered, memorialized, and              

celebrated for their hard work, their creativity, and for their 

support and dedication to the Society. A goal of $5000 was set 

for the Unifying Project and it was surpassed by over $3000. 

How fitting was the convention motto, ñThe sky is not the  

limit. It is just the beginning.ò 

As usual, there was much business that needed attention. 

There were proposals that passed, a budget approved, new 

state officers were elected for the upcoming biennium and 

even through the seriousness of it all, there was laughter. 

Laughter at the Opening Session when the regions of Texas 

were used in the welcome speech and members were unsure 

which region they were from, laughter during the ASTEF  

ticketed event with Dave Lieber, and laughter during the       

announcements. Laughter seemed to float, or should I say 

SOAR, through the air, down the hallways, and into the rooms.  

When Convention closed and committees were cleaning up 

and breaking down, a sense of satisfaction and gratitude set in. 

It took every single member to pull this off, from the Steering 

Committee to the members who traveled from afar just to get 

to Denton, from those who worked on committees that                    

organized and planned, to those who stepped in when needed 

at the last moment. Together, we SOARed.                                       

Lezli Collins, Denton Convention Chair 
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Convention Camera Crew                                                                                                                                           

A very special ñthank youò to the Denton Convention Camera Crew. They willingly accepted to             

create the Photography Team and captured all the special and memorable moments in Denton.           

 Ulana Ratley, Kappa Delta, Area 10                       Lori Villarreal, Nu Gamma, Area 9                        

 Charlotte Nyman, Alpha Pi, Area 17                      Debbi Ball, TSO Webmaster, Gamma Eta, Area 12                           

                Kitty Hutchcroft, ASTEF Webmaster Epsilon Upsilon, Area 5                                                                                                                 

Thanks for the Memories!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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The State Leader Training was held at the Embassy Suites in Denton on July 16-18, 2025. 

The training began with the arrival of both the Area Coordinators and their Mentors. 

President Dr. Stacey Arnold welcomed everyone and explained her theme, "Dare to 

Dream," before outlining her goals for the biennium. 

The Area Coordinators were provided with their job descriptions, information on             

membership techniques, and guidance on how to assist and communicate with their                

respective chapters. With the help of their mentor, they also began tentative plans for the 

Regional Conferences to be held on June 20, 2026. 

Upon the arrival of the Committee Chairs the next day, training continued to include  

Protocol and Parliamentary tips, overviews of the Website, LSN, and TSO, ASTEF          

Actions, and Membership Moments. The participants broke into small groups to receive 

information on finances, scholarships and grants, SPA, and leadership strategies. 

M®]®j =j]hjª Oª]r|r|p 

"Dream Weavers" (Area Coordinators) are those who 

take the threads of vision, collaboration, and leadership  

and actively craft the future they want to see. It reflects 

Dr. Arnoldôs call to A.C.T., while staying true to the  

symbolism of the Dream Catcher and DKGôs mission to 

support and empower women educators.   

TSO President                                                 

Dr. Stacey Arnold  

PSPs Patti Belknap 

and Dr. Jo Murphy  

Donôt be afraid of parliamentary procedure. When you follow       

a few simple rules, parliamentary procedure can help your              

business meeting run smoothly.                                                                                  

Rule 1: How to make a motion. There are three key words,           

I move thaté. It is important that you say precisely what the 

words of the motion are to be.                                                                                            

Rule 2: Second the motion. You may call out Second from      

your chair.                                                                                                                

Rule 3: The Chair states the motion. It has been moved and 

seconded thaté.                                                                                                 

Rule 4: Debate. In other words, discussion of the motion. Give 

all members a chance to express their opinions on the motion.                                                                                                                         

Rule 5: Voting on the motion. The chair asks, Are you ready 

for the question? or Is there any further debate?  The chair 

restates the motion. Those in favor of the motion say aye. 

Those opposed say no.  The chair announces the result of the 

vote The ayes, or nays, have it and the motion is adopted.                              

See, wasnôt that simple.  

I]ªzr]{j|®]ª· Iª~fjh¯ªj  
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ñGod-winkò of Action 

Sometimes, without planning or purpose, things seem to connect accidentally, consequently, and 

without warning. These types of connections are referred to as ñGod-winks.ò No one can explain 

how it happens; it just happens. During the 95th TSO Convention, we witnessed three instances of 

what could be described as ñGod-winks,ò all of which related to Action.  

The first call to action came during the Birthday Celebration when members of the Ceremonies 

Committee shared their program, ñYou are the Key Puzzle Piece.ò In this program, statistics were 

provided on both International and State membership at key milestones in the Societyôs history. 

The committee shared statistics for the past year, since its founding in 1930, including the 25th, 

50th, 75th, and current numbers. It was exciting to hear how our Founders went from 12 members 

in 1929 to 431 in 1930. During the Golden Anniversary, International members rose to the                 

Societyôs highest point with 149,148. While in Texas, we achieved our highest membership            

numbers in 1997, surpassing nearly 20,000 members. While we were all proud of these           

membership milestones, we also heard a story of decline. For example, from almost 20,000   

members in 1997 to approximately 5,550 today in Texas. One cannot overlook this rapid decline.   

The second ñGod-winkò action was during the Foundersô Tribute: ñCelebrating our Founders, A 

Tribute Inspired by the DKG Song.ò The committee described how the writers of our song, Dr. 

Annie Webb Blanton and Dr. Cora Martin, challenged us to take action on fulfilling their words in 

purposeful ways. The question was asked, ñHow can we sustain, meet, and connect to their ideas? 

ñThe committee challenged, ñHow can we continue the programs and add to todayôs needs?ò We 

learned that, as a Society, we are an active and engaged group of dedicated women. The Founders 

certainly took Action to engage and involve the members of the Society both then and now. The 

song challenges us to be key women educators and to make a difference both at home and      

globally.  

The third time it was heard was when TSO President Dr. Stacey Arnold revealed her presidential 

theme: ñDare to Dream: ACT.ò Dr. Arnoldôs theme challenges each of us not only to dream but 

also to take action to make those dreams a reality, just as Dr. Blanton did when considering the 

founding of the Society. One way is in the ñCò in her theme. It calls us to action, particularly in 

terms of membership/chapter growth. The ñCò challenges us to ñCultivate growth of members 

and chapters.ò Dr. Arnold is asking us to put our focus on sustaining, supporting, and                   

strengthening membership while growing membership by recruiting, inducting, reinstating, and 

rededicating. She challenges us to recommit our members to the Societyôs seven purposes. 

All three events emphasized Action. Delta Kappa Gamma will be 100 years old in approximately 

four years. Ask yourself: How many members will there be? Will we be fulfilling the ideas of the 

Founders as put forth in our song? Will we be vibrant, growing, and thriving while making a    

difference in our chapters, states, and internationally? What will we be doing to move beyond 

dreaming and into action? As the Foundersô program reminded us when we sing, ñAye,ò we are 

saying, ñYes!ò to where the Founders were leading us in 1929.  We can do it, but ONLY if we 

take ACTION and start TODAY. Letôs not only ñDare to Dream ébut ACT.ò  

 

Dr. Barbara Derrick 

Epsilon Sigma, Area 3  

Gold Piece 
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Weaving Us Together Through Chapter Newsletters                                                                 

A vital member of your chapter is the Newsletter Editor. This member is charged with keeping members  

informed, engaged, and connected to all levels of the Society. The Editor is often the one who reminds 

members of meetings, important events, and timelines. Editors also work to celebrate and publicize great 

things in a memberôs professional and personal lives. Sharing birthdays, the birth of a grandchild, a         

favorite quote, a promotion, travel stories, etc., are all good examples of how the Editor weaves the  

members together. This allows everyone to get to know one another a bit better. Research shows, ñPeople 

like to be around people they know.ò One can help her Editor by providing her with these and other 

ñgood news.ò She will be thrilled to include that information. Donôt forget, as the new year begins, now  

is a good time to say, ñThank you!ò to the Chapterôs Newsletter Editor for being the weaver who weaves 

members together.  

The yearbook  will serve as a strong 

symbol of chapter unity and genuine 

spiritual fellowship. The chapter           

yearbook must be distributed to            

members as soon as possible. The          

current 2025-2026 Guidelines Form 

along with ñTips and Suggestions for a 

Perfect 30 Chapter  Yearbookò are 

available in the Yearbook tab under 

Committees.  

The deadline for the ñEarly Bird 

Awardò is November 1st, and the 

ñOn timeò deadline is December 1st. 

A confirmation email will be sent 

when the digital copy is received. 

Please verify that all website links are 

up to date for current information. It is 

best to proofread and have a member 

proofread for accuracy. Submit the  

2025-2026 Guidelines and                 

Yearbook to Yearbook Chair, Angie 

Smith, at DKGyearbook@gmail.com 

TSO awards scholarships to members in five areas:   

Mini-grants, Life-Long Learner, 3, 6, 9-hour               

Graduate Study, Doctoral Study, and Maetha 

Weatherby Educational Travel.                               

Applications, guidelines, and  scoring criteria can 

be found at www.dkgtexas.org under Scholarship 

Committee.  

All applications are due March 1, 2026.   

For more information, contact Darlene Hargett,                                

TSO Scholarship Chair 

at tsoscholarshipdkg@gmail.com. 

Mfq~z]ª«qr§« 

Chapters interested in nominating a chapter          

member for Golden Rose Award or Texas State 

Achievement Award are encouraged to start               

collecting the necessary material needed early. 

Nomination forms and guidelines can be found at 

the Achievement Awards page on the TSO Web 

site. The criteria for these two awards are very   

specific.  

The form is to be submitted electronically to the 

Achievement Awards Committee chair, Deborah 

Payne at aawardstso@gmail.com                                    

Deadline is February 1, 2026. 

!fqrj´j{j|® !µ]ªh«                     

mailto:DKGyearbook@gmail.com
http://www.dkgtexas.org/
mailto:tsoscholarshipdkg@gmail.com


 10 

 

  

A Sisterhood That Remembers:                 
The Loving Work of the                                   
Necrology Committee 
 

In Delta Kappa Gamma, we don't just           
celebrate life, we honor legacy. As DKG 
Leading Women Educators, Impacting             
Education Worldwide, our journey together 
may begin in service and sisterhood. But   
it is the loving care we, as the Necrology 
Committee, offer in remembrance. 
With dedication and heart, the Necrology                
Committee ensures that no member is                    
forgotten. From each chapter's necrology  
chair to the president, each member must   
take the lead in this meaningful mission,  
keeping up-to-date Member Information 
Sheets and lovingly preparing Form 6,  
the "Report of the Death of a Member."   
Think of it as a loving memory dedication  
that ensures each sister's name echoes           
across every corner of our Society. But          
honoring is more than a report, it's a                     
celebration of who she was and the joy              
she brought to our lives. Chapters are                 
encouraged to hold a memorial service  
during a meeting, or even participate in her                         
funeral service, such as the official Rose            
Ceremony or something personally              
meaningful. A simple white rose. A             
heartfelt memory shared aloud. A donation    
in her name. Each gesture blooms with           
remembrance. And the memory continues. 
Chapters should keep a Book of Memories to reflect on those we've loved and lost. Each February, chapters 
will need to submit Form 2, the annual Chapter Necrology Report, so that every name is counted and                    
carried forward with care. 
 

We also encourage each member to complete the Jewelry Dispensation Form, available                                                            
on the DKG Texas website. This small act ensures your cherished pins and symbols of                                                            
service go precisely where you wish, preserving not just a legacy, but your story. 
 

At the state level, the TSO Necrology Committee handles each name with quiet reverence                                                            
and thoughtful action. Form 6s are recorded and verified, condolence cards are sent, and                                                                
names are placed in the TSO Book of Memories and published in Lone Star News. Each                                                       
spring, we submit the official list to International. But perhaps most touching of all is the 
Ceremony of Life and Remembrance, held at the state convention, which is a profoundly 
moving tribute. Each sister's name is read aloud with honor. Each sacred life is                 
remembered with grace. And every heart sings with joyful melodies and memories as                 
it is touched by the brief, beautiful glimpse into the stories of our founders and of those                
we have lost but will never forget. 
 

Together, we celebrate the lives that shaped us, the bonds that strengthen us, and the                                   
loving legacy that continues to inspire us to Dare to Dream.   
Dr. Cindy Kates, TSO Necrology Chair   necrologytso@gmail.com 

             Remembrance of  TSO members  

TSO mourns the passing and celebrates the lives of those 

cherished members of the Society whose deaths have been 

reported to the Texas Necrology Chair Dr. Cindy Kates. They 

are reported by their chapter and place of residence at the time 

of death using Form 6, Report of the Death of a Member, 

found at www.dkgtexas.org under Committees - Necrology.                                

Bonnie Miller, Alpha Pi - 17, Austin                                                                                            

Charlene Zimmermann, Epsilon Kappa - 7, Austin                                                                                  

Carol Sue Brinkman, Gamma Omega - 7, Sommerville                                                                               

Bertha "Ann" Mahan  Lambda - 8, Temple                                                                                          

Shannon Adah, Phi - 1, Kansas City, Missouri                                                                                    

Goldia Liles, Tau - 8, Mexia                                                                                                    

Marylin Ann Anderson, Theta Iota - 15, El Paso                                                                                  

Martha V. Palmer, Iota Rho - 2, Port Neches                                                                                     

Hailey Grace Barleman, Alpha Beta - 13, Bulverde                                                                                

Dr. Anne Auvenshire, Gamma Delta - 8, Hillsboro                                                                                 

Betty Owen, Lambda Iota - 7, Austin                                                                                             

Kathe Archer, Eta Alpha - 11, Spearman                                                                                          

Dorothy Jones, Kappa Psi - 1, Athens                                                                                            

Virginia Elizabeth Sturdivant Woods, Alpha - 1, Austin                                                                          

Charlott Addington, Beta Omicron - 3, Houston                                                                                   

Carol Ringold, Beta Omicron - 3, Houston                                                                                        

Mildred Sue "Suzie" Cunningham, Gamma - 3, Houston 

Carole Strayhorn Keeton, Alpha - 1, Austin      

?jfª~z~p· 

(PICTURE) 
Roses from the               
funeral service of                 
Mary Ann Waldon -         
honoring her life and                
legacy. Curated and             
preserved by                                 
Dr. Cindy Kates.                  
(May 14, 2025) 
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    ASTEF announces 2025 - 2027 officers in Denton 

The ASTEF Annual meeting was held during the 2025 TSO Convention in Denton. At the meeting, 

newly elected officers were announced. They are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eight new ASTEF directors were elected. They are:   

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Stidom 

President 

Nancy Varljen 

VP Advancement  

Cookee Johnson  

VP  Programs & 

Projects  

Sherri Davenport  

VP Marketing 

& Public Relations  

Donna Morehead  

VP Finance &  

Governance   

Kimbra Bishop 

Secretary  

Marsha Edney 

Phi, Area 1  
Holly Heinsohn 

Alpha Phi,   

Area 4 

Andrea Fox          

Nu Gamma, 

Area 9  

Dr. Theresa 

Kauffman 

Alpha Gamma, 

Area 10  

Sonja Hank 

Beta Epsilon, 

Area 12 

Ginger Anderson 

Omega, Area 13 

Denise Kornegay 

Theta Pi, Area 17 

Brenda Lozano 

Lambda Alpha, 

Area 18  

!MO.3 

Dr. Nancy Radcliff receives                                               

ASTEF Advocate for Education Award                              
A retired educator with a lifelong passion for                                          

learning, Dr. Radcliffe has served as a teacher,                                             

principal, curriculum director, university professor,                               

and consultant. Her career has touched countless                             

lives, always guided by one powerful belief: that                                              

every child deserves the same high-quality education                           

she would want for her own family. 

Dr. Radcliffe serves as president of The Foundation for Autism 

Care, Education and Services, or F.A.C.E.S.ða nonprofit that 

has provided over three million dollars in scholarships for    

children with autism. Sheôs not only a leader, but a personal 

donor, advocate, and tireless fundraiser. 

She also co-founded Voice for Public Schools, a grassroots             

initiative informing communities about public education and 

legislation, and serves on leadership boards in two school                  

districts. 

Her commitment extends beyond schoolsðthrough Wings 
Ministries, she has mentored incarcerated women and         
continues to support their journey after release. She also helps 
award scholarships through the Daughters of Penelope              

Foundation and has been an active supporter of business and 
education through the Houston Northwest Chamber of                  

Commerce. 

ASTEF celebrated 15 years at 

TSO Convention                   
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ASTEF and TSO  
Say, ñTHANK YOU!ò 

The TSO Executive 
Board and ASTEF 
Board of Directors 
would like to express 
sincere gratitude for the 
wonderful baskets                   
donated by individual 
members and chapters 
at the Convention. The 
exceptional generosity 
and thoughtfulness are 
truly appreciated and 
have made a significant 
impact on TSOôs      
Education Foundation, 
ASTEF. These baskets 
brought so much joy 
and served as a         
reminder of the               
kindness and support 
within the TSO and 
ASTEF community. 
Thank you for your 
continued  dedication 
and for making a               
difference.                            
Start brainstorming 
now for 2027 baskets. 

 

  

!MO.3Ī ,ªj]{ )64 Ŕ !*O 
The ASTEF Board of Directors have been busy managing and               

giving away money to DKG membership. $6,000 was awarded to 

some well-deserving Aspiring Educators. These individuals are  

pursuing a degree to obtain a Texas teacher's certificate, while         

others are seeking alternative teaching certifications to become 

teachers.   

$38,376.10 in Project Stipends was awarded to 23 chapters and one                 

individual. These stipends will support innovative and impactful 

projects that will benefit teachers and students across Texas.   

ASTEF could never have awarded over $44,000 without help from 

the members, which includes each TSO member! The fundraising 

events at the  convention helped raise additional funds to replenish 

the Project Fund, which supports Project Stipends and Aspiring  

Educator Grants. Many members participated in the following 

events: Arm Length Tickets ($1,580), 15th Birthday Bash 

($161.00), Quilt Raffle ($615.00), Mystery Mania ($5,440.00),      

Silent Auction Gift Baskets ($8,650.42), and the Kendra Scott            

pop-up store (reported at a later date).  

The ASTEF Ticketed Event was well-attended, bringing in $9,575. 

A special  contribution of $700.00 was made at the convention from 

the 2005 Leadership Seminar class. This class chose to make a             

special donation to the ASTEF Leadership Fund in honor of their 

20th reunion as a leadership class. The class made this donation in 

special honor of Past State President, Nancy Newton, who did an 

amazing job of ókeeping us togetherô until passing in November of 

2023. There were other members honored with a donation: Patsy 

Hejl, Mary Jo Lovinger, and Jane Thrasher, all members of the 

2005 Leadership class. ASTEF also received $2,156.00 from the 

Leadership Convention Collection, which will be placed in the 

Leadership Fund to support future DKG sisters who apply to attend 

Leadership Training in February 2027. We hope many will apply in 

October 2026 to attend. To learn more about the training and how to 

apply, check out the ASTEF website. This is a great opportunity!   

Remember, every member of TSO is a member of ASTEF. ASTEF 

and TSO work together as partners. Thanks to everyone for their 

continued support and generosity to TSOôs Education Foundation, 

ASTEF!  Please visit ASTEF.org, where you can find a wealth of 

information about programs/projects, scholarships, and leadership 

opportunities.  

(All dollar totals are unaudited and income only at the time of this 

news article.) 
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