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Rejoice!   This Birthday Party is a Real Jewel!
By Corlea Plowman, Theta Kappa

(With Thanks to Jewelers of America)
Speaker:  Can you believe we are celebrating our chapter’s _______ birthday?

Speaker:  It’s nice to know how deep our roots are, but numbers don’t mean that much to me—especially at birthday parties.  As long as I have my friends and they don’t count candles; I’m happy.

Speaker:  I’m glad you mentioned friends—as we reflect on our past and reach for our future, this is the perfect time to rejoice with our friends—our _______sisters.

Speaker:  Yes, my ______ sisters are all real jewels.

Speaker:  You’re right!  That’s a wonderful reason to rejoice as we celebrate our ___ birthday.  Speaking of jewels – Just about everyone knows what her birthstone is.  Gemstones have fascinated people for thousands of years.

Speaker:  I think birthstones are interesting; they are associated with traditions—just like Delta Kappa Gamma is associated with traditions—and birthstones have lots of folklore.  Linking a particular gem stone with a month of the year can be traced back to ancient times.

Speaker:  The songwriter may say that diamonds are a girl’s best friend, but we have numerous jewels in our society.  As we present rare and beautiful birthstones for each month of the year; we ask each of you to help us celebrate and rejoice in our ___ year.  Please stand when your birthday month and birthstone are featured.

Speaker:  The birthstone for JANUARY is the GARNET.  You may be surprised to learn that garnets are found in every color except blue.  The garnet reportedly gives its wearer guidance in the night, protection from nightmares, and according to the Egyptians, is an antidote for snake bites and food poisoning.  We rejoice in their durability and brilliance which insures stability and encourages success. 

Speaker:  FEBRUARY’s birthstone is the AMETHYST.  It’s a variety of quartz in shades from pale lilac to deep purple.  Greek legend holds that this durable stone will prevent intoxication when worn.  Some say it will prevent baldness and improve the complexion.  This happy stone rejoices because the amethyst signifies sincerity and brings peace and calm to your life.

Speaker:  AQUAMARINE, the traditional birthstone for March, ushers in spring.  Clear blue stones without green or gray are generally the most valuable.  In ancient times, the pastel sea blue stone was said to aid seafarers.  The aquamarine is the stone of courage.  We rejoice for March’s aquamarine serves as a universal symbol of youth, health, hope and victory.

Speaker:  Those with APRIL birthdays know DIAMOND is your stone.  The name comes from the Greek “adamas”, meaning unconquerable.  Diamonds have been the traditional symbol of love since ancient Greece.  This most durable of gemstones enhances competence, trust and love.  White diamonds rejoice as a symbol of life, joy and innocence.  
Speaker:  EMERALD is the birthstone of MAY.  May is Delta Kappa Gamma’s birthday month and the emerald serves as a fitting tribute.  According to legend, wearing emeralds cured a wide range of ailments, including low I.Q., poor eyesight and infertility.  We rejoice for our birthday and the stone of nature—the green emerald, which symbolizes love, serenity and peace of mind.
Speaker:  JUNE brings us to the lustrous PEARL.  Recognized as the emblem of modesty, chastity and purity, pearls have come to symbolize a happy marriage and good health.  The ALEXANDRITE is rejoiced as another stone for June birthdays.  It represents truth and beauty.

Speaker:  The heat of summer is reflected in JULY’s RUBY.  Known as the “Lord of the Gems” because of its rarity and beauty, the finest color is vivid, almost pure spectral red with a very faint undertone of blue.  Rubies are said to protect their owners from all kinds of misfortune and maintain their stature in life, home and land.  When your wear this stone, rejoice because you’re always content.
Speaker:  PERIDOT is the accepted birthstone for AUGUST.  Peridot should be lively lime green, without a brownish or olive cast.  Considered a powerful amulet against all evil, Peridot was favored by pirates.  The stone of understanding and married happiness, Peridot will help shed light on a situation.  

Speaker:  For SEPTEMBER we honor the SAPPHIRE, which comes in all colors except red.  Ancients believed the Ten Commandments were written on a sapphire table, and that the sapphire refuses to shine when worn by the wicked or impure.  Related to the blue heavens and virtue, sapphires bring both physical and emotional balance, which is the cause of rejoicing.

Speaker:  OCTOBER’S traditional choice is the OPAL.  The opal has symbolized hope, innocence and purity through the ages.  Medieval writers believed opal could render its wearer invisible when the need arose.  It was also said to have a beneficial effect on eyesight, banish evil spirits and favor children, the theater, amusement, friendships and feelings.

Speaker: TOPAZ shines for NOVEMBER birthdays.  The transparent gemstone occurs colorless, as well as orange-yellow, red, honey-brown, light green, blue and pink.  Mason County Texans know the blue topaz as the State Gemstone.  Said to make its wearer invisible in times of emergency, topaz also was believed to change color in the presence of poison.  Signifying fidelity, topaz increases creativity and feelings of joy or rejoicing.  
Speaker:  Last but not least, DECEMBER’S stone is the LONDON BLUE ZIRCON.  The deep blue of this stone signifies prosperity.  The TURQUOISE, known as a magical gem, is an alternate stone for December.  Southwest Indians used the turquoise for currency in the 16th century and believed it could bring spoils to the warrior, animals to the hunter, and happiness and good fortune to all.  We rejoice for these varied colored stones that have been known since antiquity.   
Speaker:  The birthstones of each month truly rejoice in the variety, beauty and rarity of our chapter members.  This lovely collection of birthstones reflects our diversity, pride and value.  Such treasures can now be admired at many museums and treasure vaults—just as we rejoice in our living treasures at Delta Kappa Gamma meetings.  
